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Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "32" has been used to designate both apertures in paragraph [0020] and 
strands in paragraph [0021]. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1-9 are not 
written in accordance with current U.S. practice, and consequently, the preamble and the 
different limitations are difficult to distinguish. The Examiner is interpreting the preamble to be 
as follows: 

"A CRT having a tension mask attached to a support frame, comprising:" 
Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Further, claim 9 is objected to because it includes a reference character (49), which is not 

enclosed within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed description of the 
drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same element or group of elements in 
the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so as to avoid confusion with other numbers or 
characters which may appear in the claims. See MPEP § 608.0 l(m). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Adler et al. 
(USPN 4,827,179; "Adler") 

In regards to claims 1 , 2, and 1 0, Adler discloses in figures 2, 3a, and 1 6, a CRT tension 
mask (56) attached to a support frame (34) which has long sides parallel to a major axis and short 
sides parallel to a minor axis. Adler further discloses the tension mask includes a vibration 
damper (108) comprising an elongated strip member (108) having a first and second end 
(below). Adler further discloses in column 9 lines 33-37, that the energy absorber can be 
mounted along a peripheral portion of the tension mask. Further, a major portion of its surface is 
in frictional contact with the border between the ends to receive vibration from the tension mask, 
and the border being near the short sides and parallel therewith. Adler further discloses in figure 
16, the tension mask including a vibration damper comprises a raised portion (90) disposed 
between the first and second ends. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 3-4, 11-12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adler et 

al. (USPN 4,827,179; "Adler"). 

In regards to claim 3-4 and 1 1-12, Adler discloses all of the recited limitations of claims 
1 and 10 (above). Adler further discloses a respective support blade member (12) of the support 
frame (34) is near the long side and parallel therewith. Adler further discloses in figures 2, 3a, 
and 16, and column 2 lines 23-27, that the vibration damper may extend to near the short sides of 
the tension mask, and this configuration prevents a deterioration of picture quality caused by 
external vibrations. 

Adler is silent to the exact attachment locations for the vibration damper. 
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However, Adler teaches in column 9 lines 33-37, that the energy absorber is secured 
along the peripheral portion of the tension mask. Further, it is well known in the art that it is 
preferable to attach the vibration dampening means near one support blade member and remote 
from a support blade member, and this configuration allows for proper attachment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to construct the tension mask vibration damper of Adler, including 
attachment locations positioned near a respective support blade member and attachment 
locations positioned remote from at least one respective support blade member, since it is well 
known in the art that this configuration allows for proper attachment. 

7. Claims 5-9, and 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Adler et al. (USPN 4,827,179; "Adler") in view of Suzuki et al. (USPN 6,469,43 1 ; "Suzuki"). 

In regards to claims 5, 8-9, 13, and 16-17, Adler discloses all of the recited limitations of 
claims 1 and 10 (above). 

Adler is silent to an opening in the border. 

However, Suzuki teaches in figure 1 Ob and in column 1 1 lines 3-10, that a hole ( 1 4) may 
be formed in the border for the vibration attenuator to be inserted through and attached to a 
support plate (11a). Suzuki further teaches that a bent portion (13) extends through the opening 
and along an opposite side of the border, and this configuration allows the vibration attenuator to 
operate properly. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to construct the tension mask vibration damper of Adler, including the 
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hole configuration of Suzuki, since Suzuki teaches this configuration allows the vibration 
attenuator to operate properly. 


In regards to claims 6-7 and 14-15, Adler and Suzuki teach all of the recited limitations 
of claims 5 and 13 (above). 

Both Adler and Suzuki are silent to an exact attachment method. 

However, it is well known in the art that adhesives and pins are two suitable methods for 
attaching the likes of the vibration damper to the support plate, and this configuration will allow 
for proper operation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to construct the vibration mask vibration damper of Adler, including the 
attachment being an adhesive or a pin, since it is well known in the art that this configuration 
will allow for proper operation. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kim (USPN 6,489,714; 12/03/02), Berton (USPN 6,469,429; 10/22/02) and Tong 
(USPN 5,451,833; 09/19/95) all disclose a CRT having a tension mask including a vibration 
damper attached to a support frame which are very similar to Applicant's disclosed vibration 
damper, however is not relied upon in this Office Action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J Macchiarolo whose telephone number is (703) 305-7198. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7.30 - 4:30, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (703) 305-4939. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9318 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-93 19 for After Final communications. . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 


Pjm 

February 6, 2003 

Sandra O'Shea 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



